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THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [July 1, 1880. to know something about Tayuya. As I read on the subject in " Schmidt's Jahrbucher der Medicin," contributed by J. Edmund Giintz in No. 11 for 1879, I believe this short description of the drug and its virtues may be of some use to him. I beg therefore a place for it in your mucli-esteemed Gazette.
1. Tayuya is the root or tuber of a cucurbitaceous plant of the name of Dermophylla Pendulina. It is used by the South American Indians as a specific against syphilis ; Ubicini was the first who brought it into Europe from Brazil. On analysis he found it to contain a brown but very bitter extractive matter, astringent principles, setherial oil and a considerable quantity of mineral matter, but no alkaloid. The whole plant acts as a purgative and absorbent, and has special influenee over the lymphatic system.
2. Subsequent to Ubicini's announcement of this drug in Italy few spoke in favor of, but the majority against, its reputation as an anti-sypliilitic. Dr. M. L. Faraoni of Milan wrote in 1876 a treatise on " Tayuya against syphilis and scrofula 57 cases of syphilis and 5 of scrofula were mentioned as cured out of 70 cases treated by this drug. It brought on acute criticism upon it, and its virtues were questioned. A great number of cases were published in 1878 extolling the potency of the drug against syphilis, scrofula and dyscrasia : these were by Dr. G. Longhi. In Vienna, Prof. H. Zeisol pointed out good results of the use of the tincture, from 8 to 10 drops twice daily, against syphilis in its stage of initial-sclerosis and of erythema maculo-papulosum.
3. In Italy Prof. C. Pellizari of Florence proved from 8 cases that Tayuya has no influence upon the syphilitic bony affections and other symptoms, nor can it prevent subsequent relapses. In Vienna Prof. V. Sigmund and another distinguished Italian military surgeon condemned Tayuya having any virtue against syphilis.
4. Of late Prof. E. Geber of the University of Klausenburg has used the tincture internally in 7 cases, and both internally and externally by subcutaneous injections in 40 cases of simple venereal sores and other advanced stages of the disease. In simple syphilitic eruptions it has brought on recovery, in the cutaneous populosa now and then an improvement, but in the advanced forms or in highly developed rashes, its continued use even could not prevent its recurrence.
In limited and local forms of the disease as papulre in the genital parts and in the mouth, good results were obtained by the application of the drug in the form of lotion, fomentation, or painting of the tincture to the affected parts. The excoriations and ulcerations on the papula; in the genitals disappeared from 4 to 6 days' use, but the young infiltrations themselves got completely cured in 26 days. Not so favorable were the results in the advanced forms. The lotion did no good in cases of syphilitic products leading to atrophy. In two cases, where mucous patches were present in the hard and soft palate and in the tonsils, the application of the tincture brought on recovery from 12 to 21 days. 5. Even here it had no specific action of its own but from its styptic quality, and from its mild and not unpleasant taste it may only be preferred to the preparations of tannin and mercurial sublimate solutions, except when the cost of the drug is taken into consideration.
6. Tayuya has no doubt influence over the soft sores by immediately preventing their spread, but not so upon indurated chancres. It can never counteract the syphilitic poison, and hence it may not be considered as an anti-syphilitic. I am, Sir, yours faithfully, Brojonath Suaha, Civil Medical Officer, Chittagong Hill Tracts.
